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Fter waiting, and wiſhing, a 158 , 
while, to be prevented in the pre- 
1 ſent Defign, by the coming out 

of ſome Meditations, of a Serious and 

Religions Thun, upon the late extenſive, 

and evg Where ſurpriſing Phenomenon ot 
abt; and no better Hand having yet 

aken that extraordinary Occaſion to in- 
ſinuate ſuitable Impreſſions, and Record 

the Memorial in the beſt improvement, N 

have been prevailed with, in the Hope 


pf "On 1 good Purpoſe, to let this: 
A2 __ 


ceſineſs of Acceſs, and condeſcending 


"CF — 
XK ſig uy 4 noſed firſt for a colin wth 
- "gation the next immedBte Sunday after) 
ſpeak more publickly ; preſuming up 
nothing but the Merit of a good Inten- 
tion, and under the Shelter of that, fe 
1 readier Pardon for Imperfe&ions. + 
1 am obliged to acknowledge, Si 
that the Riſe of flattering myſelf int 

the preſent Liberty of Addreſſing for you 


Patronage, was from my having been f 
often Honour d and Delighted; with thit 


Goodnels, which adorns and endears your 
Converſation. I am aſſured of the Tru 
of my own Obſervation, that, in Approach 
to you, I hive no Offence to guard ( 
much againſt, as an appearance to Flatten 
which I am ſure to be deteſtable i 
your Diſcernment, and equally abhorr 
by my Nature: I might as ſoon expel 
your Pardon tor writing a Libel 1 again 
you, as for aiming either to deckire Or 
pl: aſe you, with the — * = 
Tre enſuing Subject is the more em 
* bolden' d to hope vou will be favourabl 
do its Intereſts, as it may claim, ſome l 
lation to you, who e. always Aare to 
hen ame 


RISE n v * | 
WW fame yon Mind into the __ Poſtures 
Woof Adoration of he Divine Providence, u- 
on any - emergencies of its wonderful - 
Works; that excellent Homage and de- 
rout Improvement naturally grows out 
of the ſolid, and long: improv d Stack f 
Piety in your Mind. If any could get 
u eave to gratify his own Eſteem and Be- 
uWire of divulging your Juſt Praiſes tothe |} 
of orld, he muſt venture to diſoblige it, 
1 repreſenting you out of its Faſhion, ſo 
fery much, as to ſettle your greateſt Joy 
na good Conſcience, and retired : Inter- 
purſes with. your Maker, and exemplify 
our Cares after future Happineſs, in a 
ife of a Courſe of Years ſpent in Ver- 
te; and how that all your Pretences to 
n happy Death, and the ſucceeding Bene- 
is of your Redeemer, are founded upon 
it, pure Baſis, and moſt Divine Princi- 
le of the . Proteſtant Religion, Tis o- ðw. 
js to your having been long and famili-- 
ly guided by the compleatelt, moſt no- 
e, and only ſelf-applauding Wiſdom, of 
ing always ready, that you have continu- 
limpregnable to the ſtupifying Allure-z 
nts of Aftluence, and conſider d to en- 


* 


W's 
joy al lg; hers below. wich that true 
© Chriſtian! Sublimity, ſubmitted 'Indiff 
rence, and prepared Poſture of \quittin 

at the Heavenly Beck, as to receive Sit 
., Neſs (the :uſually affrighting | Notice « 
F Mortality) With! 9 concern nor relud 
ae 
Whoever, I au wiſhes himſelf. the 
Privilege of doing you that Juſtice, mil 
preſume toruna Risk of treſpaſſing againk 
your own favourite, governing Maxim 
viz, preferring to be Charitable, Beth 
cent, and Devout, more than the appear 
ing o. Venerable is à Piety and Mo 
deſty like yours, to all, who ard hi aint, 
ed how the Gracefulneſs of the Verſo 
makes them more-abundant comely, ' Yo 
have, Sir, the juſter Title to thoſe Sen 
timents from the Wiſe and Good, becauk 
you are ſuch a Cheriſher and Efteemer of 

| - Vertuous and Laudable Qualifications, 8 
from them principally to draw the Mea 
ſure of your value for Perſons, and yol 
Thoughts of promoting their Welfare 
The Share the Clergy have in your Re 

_ gards, in proportion as they exert thei 
5 n Office in Rani vertuous Toy 
| an 


und Alvin to DA . of bete as 
vidently proceeds from your firm Zeal | 
o both, as an Effect from 1ts-Caule! + _ 
It wou'd be a poor fawning Effort 
ſpeaking well, (a frequent Sign there 
noching better): to value a Perſon from 
is Fumily, Riches, ſine Houſe; and Enter- 
jinment; (the only Vertues of a great ma- 
1 who make a Figure tho none ot theſe © 
e wanting in Jou, yet, in L none of! - 
em are, as they are not in themſelves; 
enues; becauſe: in Company with Ex- 7 
llencies that ſuperſede and outfhine that 
niſe. In that Kind of Commendation | 
e adjacent Country is loud enough 5 
d the Paſſengers before they taſte wide 
vithin, ate — y to extol the Charming 
udture, and the Ambient Improve- 
ents, and to fall, ee into 
bares Encomium, Me | 


— 


4 rum, ubi quid melius $comingit & anftjus, idem 
os ſapere, &*ſolos aio bene vivere, quorum 
Lnſpreitar nitidis fundata Pecunia V. a, 


s an unavoidable Thought, at is f 
light of ſo choice a Monument of Oe- 
ny in fo uncommon a Place, That the 
Country 
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2 on 18 laid EG an an Obligatich bot 
from its Elegance, and its Net 'obbourhood,'t 


pay in the Contribution of A to th 
C 5 


Pardon me the bumbleſt, yet not th 
leaſt devoted of your Friends; / approat 
ing to wiſh you à long, «becauſe 0 Inn 
cent Enjoyment of it. A real Friend 
ſuch I mean, as is ſo to your Perſon, ani 

not to your Fortune, cannot yet wiſhy: 
5 your Reward of Bleſſedneſs in the othe 

World; and now, upon your Recover 
I. es my Wiſhes into Praiſes to Hes 
ven, and. Congratulations with your (el 
and your Acquaintance, which, vi 


"8 other Satisfact ions accruing Joker yot 


Friendſhip, ſit cloſe TOE? the 9 0 an 
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RI Ew, failing them for fear,” and for uo 
ig after thoſe | 151 which are con "po 
ha Earth; Jor, . 0 owers 91 ee 
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T Take my ſelf, of 51 Day, to ob very. e 1 
. tially» interrupted, and to have your 1 54 JN 
tion, from proſecuting: lis abject of ; lalt Sun j 
by the ſtrange Appearance we obſerved laſt Week - 
in nen of Heaven. I have ſeen, I have Nd 
k bas left upon the Minds of moſt People ſuch Sur- / 
prize, Doubt, ſuſpicious Fear, and Apprehenſion of 
ſome great prognoſticated Event, that, could. not 
deny my Endeavours of offering ſome Faſe and Satis - 
ſdtion ; nor defer the Opportunity, fi firſt of, removing - 
falſe ſuperſtitious Impreſſions, and then of imprinting 
ſome due Improvement and ſolid Benefit, ag the proper 
lufloence of it upon our Hearts and Lives. I have t 1 
rather yielded my ee to this PPG © 
theſe two Reaſons: 5 177 


if, Becauſe tis one eminent Deliga of ths thy. 
Fcriptures/ to baniſh.out. of our Minds all Superſtitions, 
and to ſettle, inſtruc, and ſtrengthen, them in thoſe 
Things which ought to occupy our Religious Fears, and 
in that Chriſtian Meaſure and Rational Principle, as to 
Purge away that which is S/aviſh, and caſt out the De- 
grees of that Which has Torment; ſuch falſe Terrors 
being a great Undermiaer of the true Fear and Truſt, 
a Spoiler. of the Spirit, and an Hinderer of the right 
Temper of the Ar and e 855 
ne Edt arten, 3 70 Abi 
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W Reaſon to believe the late Appearance brings 84 
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Er. 24. Becauſe tis exactly agreeable to the Duty of 0 


Preacher, to remove thoſe erroneous Sentiments,--whicy Wl | 


have a tendeney either to Diſnonour God, or diſcompoſ Wl | 


the Duty of Peace and Complagency which we owe to te 
Government of the Vicegerent whom God has ſet ore ill i 
us. When I refle& upon the late Diſturbances, a 
bow Mens Minds have been ſo lately agitated. with 
Hopes and Fears (the hot and cold Fit returning, vpol 
ſome, like an Aue) and that few yet are entirely de.! 
lixer'd from the Impreſſions then ſtruck upon; their 
Spirits, I may preſume for certain, That ſeveraÞPer. 
ſons have been, and will be, diſpoſed to catch at ſo 
unuſual Sights and Marvels in the Air, and draw then !! 
into Conſequences and Decrees, according to the re 


Hope and Fear, that prevail in te. 


dM If any one is fo forgetful of their Duty, as to be dic ll 
3 ſatisfied with the preſent Poſture of Affairs, or Matage. 


ment of Governors, tis mighty eaſie and ready at J 


land, to imagine {the Imagination is pleaſant) thi 


this ſtrange Viſion, a wonderful Meteo, may be a 

Omen of ſome as wonderous an Alteration; and tis na: 

tural for ſuch a Fancy to inſpire thoſe that are given v 
change, with the ſecret Hopes and Surmiſes of it, en 
with a new Comfort to keep up Life, and mend the ps 
Proſpect of a drooping dying Cauſe. Some; 'perhays 
will be ſo Maliciouſly and Prophetically given, as tt 
preſage from hence, the Subverſion and Funeral of the 
preſent Settlement, and it any can be encouraged and 
perſwaded that the Heavens declare againſt the Gareri 
ment; the next laference is, That vain it the Helps 
Aan to defend it; and if ſuch Fear is Infectious aul 
© Seditious,' and the Credulity ef People eaſy to bei 
buſed; it muſt and ought to be one part of my preſet 
Deſign, to prevent who I can from being frighted il 
ſuch Shadows; and that no maligu lafluence ma * 
© ſhed upon any one's Zoyalry to the preſent moſt happ 


be drawn on one ſide or other; that there is mot 
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Tidings, nd Preghacl. 1 Thigs eee 18, 
than the contrary» All that are quiet in the Land, anc 

would fain ſee good Days, by the Reſettlement: 7) 
Tranquillity; will be ready to ecelye and cheriſh m 
preſent Intention, of compoſing diſorder d Imagina- 
40 diſpelliag Fears, and Perturbations, ad. di aby- iþ 
ſug ſome of nee .Conceptions, Ts”. 
"The foundation of this Deſign | ſhall 4% „ 


1 l ſhewiag the Reaſons why People are TP addicted to. 
be timerous and diſmayed at ſtrange Appearances in 
the Skies, and to believe that they Portead Judg- 
ments, great Changes, Death, Go. | 
Il. Tal carry it on, by ſhewing, That they are not 
Signs of any ſuch Thing, nor abſolute Penal Indi- 
cations. of God's: Wrath to any Chriſtian State or 
Government. | 
Il. What troubleſome and pete Conſequences { 

and Effects proceed from ſuperſtitious Fears. |. _ 
V. What more proper Uſe and profitable Improve- 
ment may be drawn from ſuch ſtrange Phænomena s 
la the Heavens. 


Hrſt, For the Reaſons, 111 people are ſo timerous Bo 

and apprehenſive of ill Conſequences. The fearful Diſ- 
politions of ſome, and the Melancholy Temper of o- 
thers ; ſtrong Imaginations im a Third ; weak Eyeſight 

in a fourth; or the unſettled State of Fear and Hope 
in the Generality of us, contribute much to diverſify _ | 
the Appearance, and to magnify the Apprehenſions of 
God's viſiting us: Let them that pleaſe, ſee and hear 

the plain Sermon and Admonitory Diſcourſe of a Fore- 

mauer from Heaven, of God's intended jadgments 
und Chaſtiſements; but 1am of the Opinion, that if 
ne. had enjoy'd ſerene Times, we ſhould not have been if 
o impreſſible to any fearful ill-boding Conjectures. Our 
Minds and Imaginations have been fraught with Id I 
of Fighting, Levies of Soldiers, Diſturbances, Ru- 
mors of Wats and lavaſions; from thence the Phene- : 
1 un borrowed the greater Powers, and” the principal 
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Opportunity of making its tmprefſſans 
ting the Characters and Lineaments o ar an 
into the Hearts and Countenances of the Mulritiity" 


moſt minded and liſten'd to in times of Diſturbance 
among the Romans, holds good in the Chriftian World 
I very well know. it to be more than probable,” that 
| Time, and are poſitive as to the Arms, Cloaths, Fi- 
- gures, and Action of Soldiers, That ſtrange *Appars 
| - ances ſhould be entertain'd with ſtrange Opinions, is 
not wonderful; for *tis a common Thing for bad Eyes 
i. e. weak Underſtandings) to ſtart at Objects. which, 
have no harm at all in them NN 


| of our Human Race; this Depravation inclines us f 
- only appertains unto God, what Good may befal, what 


| 
| 

| 
| 
| 


in Fact it does not; abundance of People will always 


own, rather than the preſent which is; for this Cauſe 
are they ſo fayourable to any vülgar Prophecy or falla- 
cious Preſage, that feeds their Humour, and flatters 
- their Wiſhes of Times to their Mind. The late Ap 


- fon that ſways 


fo ker certainly Evil, as it leſes our frm Truſt u 
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Livy's Obſervation ( L. 28.) That fuch Things" Wen 


ſome frighted Fancies have ſeen ſtrange Viſions" at that 


? Secondly,” There is a Propenſity in our Nature, de- 
ſcended to us from the guilty Curioſity, of our firlt Pa: 
rents, which accaſion'd their Fall, and all the Miſeries 


ſtrongly to know the Secret Things of Futurity, which: 


Evil overtake us; and in Times of Commotion efpe- 
cially, to liſten and enquire, with an infatiable Appe- 
tite, into all Preſages of either; tho? the Indiſcretion 
of encreaſing our Evils by the Hopes of knowing them, 
one would think in reaſon, ſhould make us deſiſt ; but 


be diſſatisfied with their preſent Condition, and that 
makes them impatient for a Change, and that Impa- 
tience makes them chuſe to enjoy themſelves upon an 
imaginary Reverſion hereafter, which is none of their 


pearance ſtrikiag in with this Humour, is another Res- 
h 5 ſome. to give the greater Credit to ſuch 
Apprehenſions,, It may excite, in others, 4 Diftruſt 


tua God don t be Good unto vs. But the Temper l 


fal 


> — 1 wi 9 1 


er ts hott" ug; or if it diſtörb our preſent Duty to 
uu tisthe worſt Event that refülts from theſe ort 
Enquiries. 8e far” the Temper” is barmleß, is it 
es to per ſwade us to a. due Preparation for hat- 


our ſel ves more and more for the Favout of 
- N OO AINYEY FLA» CNS ATA 
WI e, 5 * l 


rs us. Therefor 
FE 


147TH 3 Wand e 
\ 
4 * 


Pd, A Conſcience of Guilt is aupther Reaſon of 


Dread of ſomes approaching Puniſument! The 
hteons and 1unocent are unſhatter'd with Terrors, 

d undiſmayed at greivous Sights, having their Heart 2 
ed, truſting in the Lord, with à full Aﬀftrance that 
vill either "avert the Evil, or cauſe all Things to 

rk together for their Good. But Wickedneſs, as ſays 

Author of Wiſdom (17. 11, Cc.) rondenn'd” by ber 
Witneſs, it very timerous, and being preſt with Con- 

ne, Always "fore-caſteth grievous Things, For fear it 

h elſe but 4 betraying of the Succours which Reaſon 


„ab; and the Expettation from within being leſs, count 
„e [eror ance more than the Cauſe that bringeth the 


ue. | (Verſe 8.) Even they that promis d to drive 
if Terrors and Troubles from 4 ſick Soul, were Sick 


dves with Fear wortby to be laughed at. The Apoſtle, ' 
Jude, calls the Maintainers. of Erratical tiges, IS 
ich had neither Steadineſs nor Soundne(s agreeable 

the Chriſtian Conſtitutiun, wandrinp Start; their errb= 

s Words would evaporate at laſt, and have nv mo 


ir er or regard paid them, than Bruta Fumna; There 
e bey in great Fear, where no Fear was, we know, was 4 
la- rial Recompence upon a wicked and a Guilty Con- 


re; tho' it follows in the very next Words of the 
e P/alm and Ver ſe (53. 5.) For God bath ſcattered th 


mn to Shame, becauſe God hath deſpiſed them. 


a refer d to in the parallel Place of that Vrſe, is, 
* 6. 17. 1 hey that hate you ſhall Reign over Jou, Fg 
| 


ul fire when none purſueth 5 and Prov. 28; 1. tis the 
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r may Happen, and to's National Reſolution wy nas | 
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pF 
. him that encampeth againft thee, this 1 4nd We 
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Wicked i 
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pacing our Tmaginations with \ the Fear oft Evil, ane 1 


x 
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| _ Uielhgd; that ;ſoflee, hat the Righteons. are as; ld 
| ene; a.. Ve may kind in Deut. 28. hom much God y 
pleaſed, to make thoſe, ghaltly, Apprehepſions, andg 
Anisting Fears the foreknown Puniſhment of; the dif 

begiept and obligate Fews,,who Rebell'd ; againſt 
and. pu, not have Cbriſt (their onl e 
e -1V ſes 28, 29. The Lord: p 
with Madneſs, and Blindneſs, and Aftoni ent of : 


þ 5 1 


* 


and yon ſhall grobe at Noon Day, as the Bh 
0 K you ſbal not proſper in your-ways 5 4 


| f il beg ppreſi'd and ſpoiled evermore, am 1% Man 
ave yon... One Reaſon — it for it,..is at the 12 


| n MG . 
Becauſe thay, ſervedſt tot the Lord thy Gad 51 7 
443d gladneſs of Heart, for the abundance, 7 all Thing 1 
therefore ſhall” you, ſerve your Enemies in Hunger, : 
* „ and in Nakedneſs, and in want of all I hing, ; 

e. ſhall put a Toke of. Iron upon your N <>,. until be 


deſtrayed- you. Verſe 65. The Lord ſhall give. 4 1 
bling Heart and failing o Eyes, and Sorrow of Mind; 4 

' your, Lafe. ſhall hang in doubt bej are you, and you. ſhall 
ay and Night, and Jhall have no Aſſurance of your Li 

| for the fear ef thy Heart wherewith thou ſhalt fear, and 
. the. Sight of. thine Eyes which thou ſhalt ee.  Anduk 
was elſewhere. threatned :(J/. 66. 4.) was accordiq 
falhlled, J alſo will chuſe their Deluſioni, and will in 
their Fears.upon them; becauſe when I called, none did 
er ; when I ſpake, they did not hear; but they, did H 


mie God, and Gur Obligations to fulfil them in! 
quiet and peaceable Lives. Wanne 


C 346 $545 2 $4.7 1 : 20 23 
Font „ Another Occaſion of our being ſo affect 
with ſach Apparitiont, is founded in our immoden 
Love and Attachment to this preſent World; therei 
our Feat of parting with it, is become Jealous of ul 
Thing that may be Ominous or Portentous of it, 
thought to be ſo, What we dearly Love, we are [ox 
alarm d at real, or imagiuary Symptom of out bit 


* 
g * * . Fl 


A cop 
5.49 K 11 


3 


n 
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OO” 
ut nothing in the World afſects che So lo 
dog , 28. what enters by the-Siphr j from which 
irce/it is, that the late marvellous Appearance tivi- 
ag their Thoughts between Wonder and eur more 
ed many Per ſons with the Thought of da over- 
lig Providence, and another World, than an Nun - 
ia Lelſons or Sermons but of the Bible; © n ore 


gel Reaſon of our being ſo prone to admire ſuch 
en with 2 Degree of Aſtoniſhment, flows"from 
red Cauſes of Human Admiration;k- 0. 
ATE oi mold bus goht BMinsdimit 
. From a kind of Inſtin rn. 
2d. hrom the Rarity and Seldomneſs of the Object. 75 
34. From our Ignorance of the Cauſe :- _ 
et e 60-19 T9- 149 40 bobine 1ST ener 
Firſt, We are carried with a Native Inſtinct (land | 
eatneſs of Mind to mirs in the Woarksof God or 
e, according: to 'Longinns t, that "iphich' i Great 
id Marnifitent;” as if moſt correſpondent ti God ad 
larative of him; in the More bf Art ot of Man, tbr 
Kh i moſt accurate and niv, lixe Man himſelf: Ad 
fewhere ||, when God ſent Man into this TMatre ⁊ to 
atemplate the exquiſite Beauty and Variety of his 
os, and to fathom the Myſteries: of Natpfe, be 
Wired as with an invincible Inquiſitiveneſs into, ani def 
being berten nequainted with thofe Object mio h , 
aneſs," and manifeſt the Divinity more eſpetially ro ns, 
* ih h, chat he has no iuſtinct r im- 
le to Admire little Rivulets, Tho) never ſo excellent 
pure a Stream, but vaſt Rivers, the immenſe 
tan; nor ĩs he ſtruck withany Meaſure of Admira- 
at his on Culinary Fire, tho' never ſo uſeful, but 
 Amazement kindles at the wonderful Fire in the 
e iR b2Y0199% 513% N 
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Sgnius irritant animos demiſſa per Aurem, ; 

Luam que ſunt oculis ſubject 4. - | Hor. 

lum. eſt fingulis totum, omnibus inu m. 

Aan Sect. 36. Ed. Toll. p. 198. e 
ins 
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I Beponlly, The Rarity and Unfrequency;of thee 


-  tho' heevery Day , er forth like's Bridrgremm um of 
we partake of his enlivening Smiles, and; proli 


and late ſtrangely Surpriſed. Tis ſaid, this very! 
nomenan is no ſtranger ta ſome Northera Regions ; 


take it, is mentioned to have happen d- 4 

eitl To meim bas zeta zii d ee 

E Operations and Effects, which are cally» accounts 
Will be ſo readily ſolved into its certain Canſet; 

ble this Place with any of them. Lmay day: with 

: - poſe him, and in him Human Underſtandiag, b 
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With l 5 en 
his World, 
is the Lare of Greazneſs, of Changed af Waile 


is another Attracter of dur Wonder = Tho}, nahi 
in the viſible Creation is more glorious chan the 
diſtributing Splendor and Glory to all Material Thing 


Luſtre, yet is he unminded by us; every Days famil 
'rity ade werd the Valuation into Contempt; bit 
him be once Eclipſed, every body Gazes, moſt Wen 


ſeldom xiſiting ours has ſo. much augmented che 
Aer, hq in the Reign of Queen Elizabeth & the 


„ P. Our ignorante of the Canſe aggravate 
- Surpriſe. Common People admire ſtrangely 880 
by more knowing Perſons: But 1 Query..whether| 
Coniectures will be ſpent about! it ; but I. ſhagt 
Divine Philoſopher Jeb c. 37. where God ſeem 
give Account of ſuch Fhinge, and at che ſame ! 
convince it by an approved Argument, 4 minor 

much more creditable is it, that there ſhould be 4 

ries and Unintelligtbles in his own revealed En | 
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thereof? By what way ir the Light part ed, which ſcattereth Þ} 
the Eaſl Wind upon the Earth? And again, Who ca 
wmber the Clonds in Wiſdom ? Nuomeſt thou the Ordinances 
of Heaven ? KnoweSt thou the ballancing of the Clouds? 
With the Pſalm, he retcheth out the Heavens like'a Cur- 


making the Clouds his Chariot. | 
Pliny * ſpeaking of ſuch odd Phænomenas of Nature, 
takes an occaſion from thence, to make Proclamation 
of God, Quibus in rebus quid poſſit aliud cauſe efferre mor- 
talium quiſpiam, quam diffuſe per omne Nat uræ ſubinde 
ater atq; aliter Numen erumpens? St. Auſtin reflecting 
;pon a ſtrange prodigious Phaſis of the Planet Venus, 
makes this ſuitable Inference : Man ought to be thence 
inform'd, not to preſcribe to God, who is able to 


ne can conceive or account for; becauſe YVoluntas Con- 
ditoris condite rei cnjuſq; Natura eſt, the preſent Will of 
the Maker is the preſent Nature of every created Thing. 
Let us now agree to proceed to the Second general 
Head, and therein obſerve. and be ſatisfied, that ſuch 
fort of Appearances in the Skzes, are not abſolute, 
penal Signs of God's Wrath and Diſpleaſure towards 
a People. or Nation: and I muſt ſubjoin, upon account 
of my Text, ſince the Day of Jeruſalem; for my Text 
does firſt and immediately refer, as a Prophecy to an Ac- 
compliſhment of the Deſtruction of that City and Nation. 
The beſt Interpreters are agreed in it; any one may 
be couavinc'd of it from Verſe 32. enſuing, Yerily, I ſay 
into you, this Generation ſhall not paſs away, till all bę ful» 
led. What our Lord foretold, in the Verſe preced- 
ing the Text, of terrifying Signs in the Heaven, we are 
N C VVV 
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Nat. H. L. . C. 93. and Cap. 33. be records this very Ape 
earance of Li ht. , | . = 
De Civ. Dei. And Senec. Nat. Q. L. 2. C. 31, 32. refolves 
oh the Cauſes and Effect of Celeſtial Fire, into a Divine Power, 
ud leaves it in doubt, Whether they por tend any Thing or not. 


ll 


Free ſüch there are, unqueſtionably, inſenſſble, finite M 
Nature diſplayed to our 'Eyelight; Where is the Way” i 
where Light dweWeth ? as for Darkneſs, where is the Place' | 


tan, covers himſel with Light like. 44 with 4 Garment, , «- 


change Nature into quite different Appearances, than 


| | „„ WE 
inform'd by Jeſephus, the able Hiſtorian. of that non 
terrible Deſtruction, That ſome Airy Apparitions (of 
= dreadful Menace, worthy of ſo great a Ruin), were 
verily and indeed previous to it, as Monitors from 
Heaven of its near Approach (even as near as the 
; Budding of Trees uſhers in approaching Summer, 
Verſe 29.) That among other Prodigies, there appear 
Chariots and armed Troops of Horſe iſſuing out of the 
Clouds, encompaſſing the Cities of Judas. 
Tacitus * the Roman Hiſtorian, has recorded theſe 
direful Fore-runners, as an unqueſtionable Matter of 
Fact. Now all theſe Things were no fancied Spetta. 
cles, but happen d in reality, that it might be fulfilled 
which was ſpoken by our Lord, whoſe Divine Words 
had a greater Certainty for being accompliſh'd, than 
- the Heaven or Earth had for their Exiſtence. Of the 
Prodigies which preceded that unparallel'd Tragedy, 
ſome may be reputed Preternatural, ſome Natural, 
which therefore aſſumed the Signification of Portentous 
' becauſe in Relation to that ſo expreſly foretold by our 
Saviour, As the Tribulation of thoſe Days was greater 
than any from the Foundation of the World, or indeed 
ſhall be again until the Conſummation of all Things, 
it may be a very emphatical Type of the Deſtruction of 
this World, and the final Diſſolution of all Things, 
fometime hereafter, by a Flood of Fire, as the Earth: 
was Once by a Flood of Water. But here I beſeech you 
let us begin to obſerve, That it won't follow from 
thence, that every Natural Prodigy is therefore 2 
Token or Signal, either of that, or of other Nationd 
Calamities or Revolutions of State; and that for theſe 
two ſufficient good Reaſons. . 

I. Becauſe we Chriſtians are under another ſort of 
Diſpeaſation and Providence. | | | 
II. Becavie of the utter Uncertaiaty in the Ch iſia 

. Hiſtory and Records, of ſuch extraordinary Appear: 
ances, whether they are either Cauſes or indications 
publick Ev to any Nation or People. Furt 


S * 


* Viſa per Cœlum concurrere acies, rutilantia Arma, & (ubito 
N igne collucere Teinplum. Lib. 21. Edit. Grypb. p. Y 
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nomy. God indeed was pleaſed to condeſcend to the 
groſſer Minds of the Jews, to affect them who would be 
no otherwiſe affected, with a Series of his mighty on- 
ders, and refreſh them now and then with ſomething 
Miraculous z their Worſhip was ſoited to the Times 
of their imperfet Knowledge and Education to a better 
Hope to come, founded in external Pomp, to ſtrike their 
Senſes, and engage the Thoughts of their Imagination, 
a5 in the way of Rudiment and Inſtruction of Children. 
They received their Law in Thunder and Lightning; and 
the le deſcended from Heaven upon the Holy Offer- 
ing; the Sun itſelf. doubled the Day, and. waited) upon 
em with Day-light enough to take Vengeance upon 
their Enemies forfeited to Divine Exciſion; they 
reckoned themſelves Privileg'd with an Expectation of 
ſome Signs from Heaven (the Jews, ſays the Apoſt le, 
require 4 Sign) and they were at laſt favour'd. witk 
ſome very diſmal and amazing ones from thence, to 
give warning of the approaching Deſolation, tho like 
hemſelves; they were ſtill obſtinate, ſtill harden'd e- 
en againſt them. But we Chriſtians are enlighten'd; 
re refin'd with another, and far better Diſpenſationg 
hat of the ſtill ſmall Voice of Reaſon, ſtrengthen'd, 
onfirm'd, and per fected by the diſtincter one of the 


Ry ſt, and all-perfe& Revelation; promulg'd with no 
— duder Voice than of the mild Preacher of Righteouſneſs 
on om the Mount; For we are not come (Heb. 12.) te the 


Mount which mipht not be touch d, and that burnt with Fires 
o unto Blackneſs of Darkneſs and Tempeſt, and terrible 
gies, And when all Things were ſettled; belonging 
dthe Spirit and Truth then inſtituted into the Worſhip 

| God, Whether there were Prophecies they failed; 
tether there were Miracles they ceaſed; and Chriſtian 
ple were left to be 2 and edified to an Inter- 
urſe with God our Maker, in an improving Confor« 
ty to his Image, the Everlaſting Laws of his Righte- 
uineſs, to become thereby meet for an Eternal Com- 
union with him; and this Reparation and Perfection 
our Nature to be * by the Efficacy of a * 


Firth, We Chriftians are under another ſort 6f Oecb⸗ = 


F > 


| few poſtive Ordinances, and by the mor2 Manly, &&. 
rene and Unfrighting Convictions of Reaſon, in th 
Spirit of Love, and of a ſound Mind, the Genuine, and 
to a Man, the moſt irrefiſtible Cords of « Man. The 
Eternal Felicity, the true Concluſion of our Being, 
and the Way and Propoſitions to it, are as clearly gif. 
cover'd, and as ſtrongly” proved, as. if we had be. 
held the atteſting Miracles, and the plainneſs of the 
Precepts is no leſs a comfortable Guide, and a ſure 
Clem to lead us unperplex'd, thro? all the Turnings and 
Obſcurities of Divine Providence. We need not look 
up to Heaven for the Rule of our Duty, nor ſay, wh 
mall go up to fetch it thence; for the Word, the Eter: 
nal Standard of that Truth, is nigh us, in our Ears 
and before our Eyes. All Human Prophecies (of An 
cient or Modern Date) muſt therefore be pretended 
muſt therefore-give, as they wretchedly prove it i 
the Event, an uncertain. Sound; and are oftentime 
inſpired with an ill Deſign of perverting the Minds df 
Common People, and our Days are not without them? 
and all Prodigies and ſtrange Sights are of as uncertai 
an Influence, and mightily ferve to elude the Skill « 
Jaterpretation, and prove it to be vain. For, 


- », Secondly, In the Hiſtory and Records of thoſe Thin? 
nothing certain can be gather'd from them, whethe 
they have a Connexion with Good or with Evil, towarl 
that Nation or People, to whom they were vilibi 
What more ſtrange and ſurprizing than Comets, 
Blazing Stars ? Yet ſhould one make its Appearance 
our Times , it may be remember d they have dot 


4 


* Nixon's Cheſhire Prophecy. | 
One great one is Conjetured (hy Mr. Hally) to retun! 
58th Year of this Century; another 1984, according to Calii 
the ſame that appeared 1680, and appeared before, Anno 1511 
but others uneæpected may ariſe, for neither their Numb 
their Return are yet calculated. : 1 5 
T may have leave to digreſs ſo, far in a Note, as to obſerts, | 
tho' ſome have fancifull conceited that thoſe Comets, ſo i 


zantly heated by Appulſe to the Sun, are a Reſdence js | 


1 


:abeth, King James I. (the Progenitor of his preſent 
jety). and King Charles Il. after bis. Reſtoration, 
Tis hardly poſſible to ſay, what difaſterqus;Aſpe& or 
Deſign they have upon any particular State or 

rhen they appear to, and paſe over. ſo many. But. if 
e Death of ſome great Perſon, or other extraordi - 
ary Alteration happens throughout Europe, (and 
ery Year there does) tis then the People of that 
ingdom, or Province, combine to lay it to the Door 
ff the Comet very Innocent of the Matter. This Y/algar 
tror and falſe Accuſation, has ſet Men upon expecting 
nd reading J Fortune, where they may as well look 
or Go; ſince the Loſs of one Countr) is commonly an 
Advantage to another, and no one is able to decide at 
ich of them the ſuppoſed Threat is levelPd,—Shall we _ 
briſtians thus quit the Priviledge of Chriſtianity over 
eatheniſm ? When we are freed, and may be free from 
he Bondage of Super ſtitious Fears, not to uſe it rather. 
uch Superſtition, more or leſs, was their ugiyerſal Reli- 
zog; the Livelihood of Augurs, and the controlling 
ngine of Politicians for managing the People. St. A. 
in, in the fore-cited Book, brings in Varro confeſſing the 
be Secret, That many true Things were requiſite tobe 
oncealed from the Common People, and many falſe to 
e believed by them. Such a Year, ſays Livy, the more 
mple People gave Credit, the more Prodigies were 
roached and divulged among them *. And C 
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pirits3 yet tis neither extravagant' nor unſerious to conceive, 
hat the immenſe Hoſt of Stars were originally created as Recep 
cles of. our Human Race, as zhey multiplied upon the Earth, if 
hey bad continued in Innoceney. I being uſual with Almighty 
od, notwithſtanding his Foreknowledge what would be the Event, 
o prepare all Things, as if be did not foreſee ;, to ſhew, as it were, 
bow ſincerely, and like 4 God, he deals with Man's Liberty. Thus 
b planted the Tree of Life in the midſt of the Garden, tho” he 
erfetly knew that Man would never Taſte of it. r 
* Jul, Oblequens made .aiſo a Regiſter for the ſame Purpoſes 
Ind among other Prodigies has recorded this twice, C. Cæciho, 
n. Papyrio Coſs. In Gallia Cœlum ardere viſum. Caio 
elio, Lucio Domitio Cols, totum Ctrlum ardere viſum ell. . 


p in the moſt proſperous and Righteous Reignsof Queen 4 


Affinity with the Tokens of Morning, as Light ha 


in that Chapter F, where he reports how | the Ay 
gave that lucky turn to the Ezhy/ſe'of the Moon, ax v 
deſtine it as a bad Omen to the Perſian only, and thereh ee! 
recover d and re-infpired Alexander's Army to Conquel 
out of a Conſternation which had render d them uu 
pable of Succeſs; makes this Remark, That nothing 
ſe powerfut to govern the unruly Multitude as Superſtition 
when once they take the Influence of that, they will ſol p00 
mind what the Southſayer, than what the General ſay; 
them. But tis one Excellence of. pure Chriſtianity, i 
Govern Men by the ſound and ſober Fear of a Golf” 
and Merciful God, and by the getitiine Power of the 
Holy ' Scripture, without thoſe Tricks and Deluſiong 
One ill Effect of Superſtitions Fear, when God is to h; A 
-appeas'd and his Diſpleaſure averted, is, not to refle 
ſo much upon what is amiſs in Men's Lives and Courts. 
ſations, as ſomething that is wrong in the leſs pro 
tiating Rites and Ceremonies z which was the Exterior 
and the whole of the Heathen Religion , and tis well 
if not of ſome others. „ N 
In regard to the unuſual Scene of Light, which ye 
lately wonder'd at, there is as good Reaſon to infer 
general Good, as any Change to the contrary ; ſince, 
we recur to the Scripture, in the Propherick Phraſe aid 
Writings, the Promiſes of any great future Good, an 
Figur'd out by the Expreſſions of nem Heaven and ney 
Earth; by the increaſe of the Light of the Sun and i 
the Moon, as may be ſeen in I. +, And when the Lord 
_ God is pleaſed to confirm a Nation in Peace and Hap- 
pineſs, he Orders it ſometimes at the Evening (whe 
darker and Blacker Times had been expected) to becom 
'Light, as is very remarkable Chap. xiv. of the Props 
Zech. Verſe 7. And ſuch an Appearance has as little 


with Darkneſs, Or if we had rather Appeal to Hilts 
| ON _ 
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7 Lib. 4. Cap. 10. 6 
Lactant. lib. 4. &. Auſt. de Civ. Dei paſſim. 
F XXX, 26, — Ixv. 16, 17. — Kiv. 22: 
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and 6nd the ſame Phenomeion in the Amal of 


ore glorious and renown'd in our Engliſh Story? 


dy; or any more ſettled and confirm'd, notwith- 
nin France (as is probable) as well as Great Britain, 


on Earth; but let us not derive any from Heaven 


"FT iſe Obſervations I thought uſeful, and ſeaſonable 
„ be inculcated, at this Juncture, for your Comfort 


oughts from ſeizing your Hearts, to the damping 


us Truſt in God our Protector and Defender; for it 
od be a weak and fooliſh Thing for us Chriſtians, 


Lights, from our legal, from our merited Affection, 


endance upon the Lord our God. Whoever repoſes 


aul upon him (as is required) in a well pleaſed | 
1. qieſcence under his preſent Governance and Dif- . 


als, ſhall take a Light Heart from the Enemy, and 


e about future Events, from vain Doubts of Pregno- 
* % and mean Credulity to blind Prophecies, and en- 
himſelf, and ſerve his God, with greater Alacrity 


o put their Truſt in him in thoſe Ways. But they 
t obſerve lying Vanities, forſake their own Mercy, Jon. ii. 
und the Pſalmiſt is ſo Angry as to hate thoſe that hold of 
ſtitious Vanities, whilſt his own ſure Truſt was in the 
4 If the Fews were interdifted, the Fears and 
| in? pr” © on on 


ne 


geen Elizabeth, as before noted; what Reign was erer 


ame me one more favorr'd by Heaven in the Choice of b 
ithful, active, diligent Miniſtry ; or, one more 


unding ſo many Plots within: Or, When was ever 
fled ſo formidable an »vaſion from Abroad? 
after all, if the ſame luminous airy Agirations were. 
ho can draw even a Political Conjecture? or know, 


ether to pronounce the Phantom fortunate or unfor- 
gate? Tis enough to uſe Skill in carrying on Impoſtures- _ 


d Peace ; for the prevention or removal of any ſort. 
peeviſh Concluſions, or any kind of diſmaying 


her your Courage, or prudent endeavours, or Reli- 


o have a ſurer Word of Prophecy, to be miſled by au 


| from our ſworn Duty to our Sovereign; or from due 


phe e him a Sad one; be at eaſe, from anxious ſollici- 
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Worſhip and Obedience, who never yet failed them 
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Impreſſions, any Credence to Divination or 12 — 
Vanities, which ſo much governd and diſtracteſ 


are aſſerted into greater Freedom, and Knomledy 

and Light; exceeding both the other, as much 
Broad Day does Twilight, or that Darkneſs. | 
We may now advance to the Third Head of pi 


evil Conſequence of Snperſtitions Fears. Superſi 
being an unlimited Evil, the Miſchief that Spring 


and Conduct of ſome ; as the Obſervation of lach 


_ Screech.Owls, &c. 


 Muliebribus Religionibus te implicuiſſes ? Cic Orat. pro! 
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Heathen World, as Fer. x. 2. Thus, ſaith the Lord |; 
not the way of the Heathen, and be not diſmay'd at thy 

of the Heavens, for the Heathen are diſmay d at thy 
much more ought we Chriſtians to be exempted, yi 


courſe, and take a Brief Survey of the Miſchief, a 


from this Root, Branches it ſelf into ſeveral Diſqui 
tudes and Inconveniences in Civil Life, and produdg 
Errors in Religion, greatly injurious to it. The 
are ſeveral Traditional Remains of Heathen Idol; 
not wholly obliterated as yet from among Chriſti 
which ſhed needleſs Fears and Jealouſies into the Mind 


unlucky Days, Spilling of Salt, &c. * To ſuch Supe 
tious Fancies, every ſtrange Thing is ominous ; f x 
& A wit 


—_—_—_— 


Dreams, Divination, Palmiſtry, Aſtrology, recourſe Wi ( 
Wizards, Witches, Fortunetellers, Cure of Agues, or Dim; - 
by Charms, Exorciſms, the Salute at Sneezing, Howling of I 


"+ The Roman Orator very handſomely explodes ſuch Supe 
tion, and diftinguiſhes it from Natural Religion. | 
Monete eum, modum quendam efle Religionis ; nimium 4 
Superſtitiolum non oportere. Quid tibi neceſſe fuit anili 
ſtitione, Homo fanatice ? quæ autem te tanta mentis ima 
tas tennit, ut non putares Deos ſatis poiſe placari, nil el 


Explodatur hæc quoq; ſomniorum divinat io pariter cum cs 
nam ut vere loquamur, Superſtitio fula per Genteis oppreſlit ; 
nium-fere animos, atq; hominum imbecillitatem oc.upavil, in 
vero (Id enim diligenter intelligi volo) Superſtitions tolles 
ligio tollitur. Quam ob rem ut Religio propaganda ent 
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when. they. think moſt ſerioufly. an itz then are they ©] 
malt tormented; they neither reflect upon what is paſt 
or preſent; but their Minds are anxiouſly taken up. 
bout what is to come: Thus do they create to them- 
ſelres and | Others, ſolid Vexations out of öthing; 
whilſt they are all the Time guilty of a weakneſs of that 
Judrment and Truſt they ought to repoſe in God. In 
Matters of Religion, Superſtition carries a very noxious 
and corruptive Influence; perverting and miſtakivg 
the Deſigns of Chriſtianity, choaking the vital Root of 
it, eſcaping its Purpoſe, enervating the Power; and | 
deforming its Beauty. As by Notions of Go repug- 1 
nant to the Honour, and injurious to the Excellency 4 | 

1 
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ff his Being : Such as dwell overmuch upon the'Dread 
ff him, and exceed ſo much in Fear, as to be defective 
in Love towards him; and think ſo long and often on #2 
he ſcaring Threats, as to forget the inviting Promiſes, = 
regarding him as an auſtere arbitrary Tyrant, yet capa- 
le of being flatter'd into Friendſhip meerly by the vn 
Devotion of external Obſervances, and the obliging 
omage of many Ceremonies. Not leſs hnrtfol and 1 
uperſtitious are thoſe Opinions in divine Worſhip, 9 
which influence Men to prefer the Veſture of Religion, 0 
o the Body and Subſtance, (as if the Body was not more 
ban Raiment) or the Means before the End, or elſe 
jot directing them to the deſign'd end; when the Mind A 
$ diverted by the Form of Godlineſs from attainments 
0 the true Power, or inward Efficacy of it; or defrands 1 
t ſelf into a falſe ſecurity in retaining its dear ly he- | 

ö 


oyed Sin, thro? a ptopitiating Offering of Money, Tears, 
"If e enen 
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2 eſt junta cum cognitione Naturæ; fic Superſt itioni: ſtirpes AY 
mnes ejiciendz -— id. de Divinat. L. 2. circ. fin. Horum 
Mz. Diagore & Theodori qui omnino Deos eſſe negabant) Sen- 

u non modo Superſtitionem tollunt, in qua ineft timor ina- 

is deorum; ſed etiam Religionen quæ Deotum cultu pio con- 

metur.” Quid ? ij qui dikerunt, totam de diis immortalibus 

pmionem fictam eſfe ab hominibus Sapientibus, Reip. cauſa, ut, 
dos ratio non poſſet, eos ad Officium Relzgio duceret, nonne 
men Keligiqnem funditus ſuſtulerunt ? id. de Nat. D. L. 1. apud 
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* Lacerations, and other 0% Exerciſe, er of al 


that might be admitted to commute for dun, 
and excuſe. it. Or, ſuch Prejudices and Miſtakes x 


Things of the Moral Law, of which the -Jews wen 


over Solicitous and Rigid in making thoſe to be able 
lutely veceſſary, which God has no where particulath 


| unvitiated, lond Prompters of his Exiſtence, and 
Tutors of our Duty towatds him 3 and true Relig 
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other thing, the fruit of the Body,- Rivers of Oil, & 


ſhall prefer Ceremonies of Religion, tho“ poſitiveh 
and particularly Commanded, before the weightiet 


Guilty, and their undue valuation became their Sit 
and. Superſtition : Or, when they induce. Men to hy 


enjoyn'd, atfixing thereto the Character of Pietz, atd 
the very Eſſence of Religion; or if, on the other Hau 
they inſtigate others to Fear and Scruple, where no fes 


or Sctuple is really grounded in Hoh) Scripture, 'tl 


Law of Conſcience; when that is timorouſly. countel ; 
ſinful, which God'has no where forbidden; and the fe 
fection of Piety and Conſcience is placed in abſtaining | 

from Things in their own, Nature indifferent, tho; 

they are asexpreſly enjoyn'd (as they need to be) in 
- thoſe Scripeures, which enjoyn our Submiſſion and OW 
dience to publick Authority in all things lawful, i 
which foremention'd Exceſſes of Fear have more or t 
of Superſtition, and of detriment and inconvenience, t 
our Civil and Religious Concerns. So prejudicial is. 
perſtition in ſome Degrees of it, that it has a tenden n 
to lead Men even to Aebeiſmi, and | fear tis not fed . 

” exerted and improved to that horrible POINT; 
tis not unuſual for Men, when they diſcover themſeig ; 
to be abuſed in one extream, to fly over to the wang ,, 
When an ancommon' appearance in Nature is aſcertal 

| by Religious People to be the Toten of God An 

Diſpleaſure, and no ſuch Anger follows, nor Jet 4 
1 ration · in our ſelves: to avert. it, does t not bel to 

enervate the Belief of the ſupream Being ? Sa pe. pu 

is, in truth, the weakneſs of Humane Judgmen, I 

the impertection of that Reaſon, and the Degen G 
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will always be -the Per Aion of Reaſon and of judg- 
ment; and; the Reſa]t of the juſteſt and moſt worthy + 
Notions of "the Dey: As what leads to diſhon durable 
Tholhix'of' him, is not far from P fring him quite. 
Ide great. ApoÞle' of the Gentiles, Gal. id. B. declares 
them not to know God, who ut Superſtitions and Idola- 
"rods Service to them which by Nature are no Gods, and 
"Eph. il. 13. That the Gentiles Whoſe Religion was made 
"vp of Sup Fſtitious Vanities, to be without God in the 
1255 8 1 it ir may be tranſlated, Atheiſts. Their 
er Seneca ig of the fime Mind," Qui enim in- 


Philoſapher Sone ne M 
tereſt, mum Deum 7 ger, an inſames tis much at one 
whether you dert (1 

with Notions and Repreſentations, which are ſo incon- 
iſtent wich his Nature, as muſt Vngod him. When a 
Remedy is wanted for ſuch burthenſom galling Fears, 
as Superſtition diffuſes over the Mind, and draws: it as 
a deſected Stave in a Yoke; and as oft as Men will not 
have recourſe to the appointed Medicine of rectified 
and more amiable Impreſſions of the Divine Being, and 
if others ate reſolved againſt Repentance and that 
Change of Life which can only reconcile. the Thoyghrs 
of God to the Mind, or give it any Peace; in theſe 

Caſes, tis but too natural, and (I doubt) uſual to go 
into the Conte of the other Cure, for ſome eaſe, 5. e. 


Being of God, or defame him 


to diibelie de a God, and his regard of Men. Tho? .. | 


that will afford them no other than an imaginary and 
forced caſe, their guilty Fears will ſtill haunt the Cri- 
minal Mind, being too true and real to be quite ex- 
tinguiſh'd, as Tully upon enquiry into this Matter con- 
ſeſſes, he never ſam ary, Prople ſo fearſul of Death and the 
Godr, as thoſe who deny them and make their boaſt, they ought © 
xt to be feared, De Nat. Deor. EX. S Tu 


| haſten to the Fourth and laſt Particular: 3 
IV. What due and profitable Improvement we ought 
to extract from the late ſur priæing Occurrence. 
Firſt, it ought to be the Occaſion of raiſing up our 
Minds to admire the excellent Greatzeſs and Power of 
God: This is the —_— the Wiſe Man recommends 
. | e 1 
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vs to draw from ſuch Nocturnal Appearances, ie 
1.086. 28. That it might be known, that we muſt prevent the 
Sum to give him Thanks, and at the Day ſpring pray ums 
him . Who, as Job piouſly and prudently acknoyw- 
ledges (9. 10) does r paſt our finding ont, ye 
* Wonders without Number; who makes a way for the Thus- 
der, tiled the Voice of bis Excellency, . direFing. the Ligh:- 
ning to the Ends of the Earth (as the Pſalmiſt admires) and 
Seals up the Lights of Heaven, and then diſplays. them 
again; andcauſes the Winds to blow that the Waters. fm 
+ ( ſometimes without Meaſure, in Inundations, ſometimg 
wit hit Method, as in irregular Tydes) The Fire, and Hail, 
Snow, and Vapours, of all ſorts, fulfilling bis Word, And 
their preternatural and unuſual Motions expreſs to us, or 
recover the languid Thoughts of the D:vine Power and 
Tnterpoſal, more generally and immediately, than the 
conſtant regular Laws of Nature. Therefore is he ap 
pealed to with the Adoration of Prayers and Praiſes 
and the Dependance of our Fear and Love, as having 
all the Frame of Nature at his Beck, to do as ſcemeth 
him Good; of things in the Material Heavens, Prov, 
28. Of things in the Sea, Jer. 5. 22. on the Earthin 
(ſeveral Pſalms; and in the Government of all State, 
| Dan. 4. 17. And it may not be unuſeful to obſerve, 
for the Devotion of Philoſophers, that the ſame Effet is 
aſcribed both to Natural, Secondary Cauſes, and to the 
Power and Energy of God; the firſt, (without whom thy 
can do nothing) as his wonderful Deliverances by meats 
of ſecond Cauſes, Ex. 14. 21, 25. God and the Swod 
in War, Tuads. 7. 18. his effecting all things in Natur! 
Works, P/- 104. All private and publick Undertakings 
P ſ. 127. 1. Induſtry and Divine Bleſſing, Prov. 10, 4,2 
Ihe Preaching the Word and its Increaſe, 1 Cor, 3.6 


The 


Pa 


EEE 2 - 5 — —̃ — enen 6 


* Not ſuch an erroneous Dpinion as Ovid infert, 
Jang; erat in toras ſparſurus Fulmina Terras, 
Sed timuit ne forte (acer tot ab Ignibus ether 
Couciperet flammas, totulg; ardelceret Axis, 
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2. 21, 22. repreſents the Mario 


hear the Heavens, and they ſhall bear the Earth, and the 


Events; and we, and all Creatures live, move, and have 
aw Being in God, thro" the Mediation of thoſe Cauſes, 


his Hands, and at his Abſolute Controul. This is the 
the Sight we are ordinarily allowed to have of the in- 
viſible God in the Life preſent, and tis obvious to all. 
Tho! he covers his Secret Influence and Operations in 
the regular Courſes, and Natural Efficacies of every 
ordinary Human Means, yet ſo ſure are his Influences, 
undeniable his Co- operations, that he perſpicuouſly 
liſcovers himſelf to his intelligent Creature; and at the 
ſame time engages the Humility of our Dependance, 
preſerves our Faith, and gives ſufficient Proof and At- 
eſtation to it; ſincc Philoſophy, after all its Reſearches 


Effects into the firſt Cauſe, the ſupreme Author and Pre- 


a moſt amiable Argument, of our Duty to look u 


nions Settlement, Pepe e and Connexion, / will © 


Earth ſhall hear the C5 orn and the Oyl. An eftabliſh'd Or- 
der and Connexion is founded in all Natural Means and 
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whoſe whole Powers and Vertues are every Moment in 


Into the Powers of Mechaniſm, is conſtrain'd to reſolve. 


erver of all Things; a finiſh'd Demonſtration, as well 


ve, Wo him in all Things, and acknowledge the Conduct of 
is Providence equally, whether he conceals from, or 
the iſcorers to ns his ways of Working. If the regular 
they Courſe of Actions and products of Nature (to ſay no- 
20 MWMiicg of Revelation) proves this, and demands it alſo 
zoom our attentive Reaſon, how ſtupid muſt it be to o- 


nit it, when he ſeems to ſtep out of the ordinary Courſe 
nd Settlement of Things, in order to excite the Dul. 
eſt into ſome devont Thoughts of him? 

And as to the Subje& of our preſent Thoughts, we 
re aſſured in the 29th - Pſalm, ſuppoſed by Biſhop 
Farick, and others, to have been Penn'd by Holy 
David, in great Admiration after abundance of Light= 
"s, That *tis the Voice of the Lord that divideth the 
Flames of Fire, and | may add, into what Shapes, and 
olumes, and. Coruſcations he pleaſeth ; uſing always 
be Miniſtry of the Heavenly Bodies, to accompliſh 
us Purpoſes, | 35 


1 


Nox 


EF -- Now if titis one ſtanding, conſtant; and: moſt, en 
melt Furpole af Gd our, Maker, and CGoverngr, "thy 
Men ſhould, Repent and. turn 10 6 aud be Prepared 
for his coming to Judgment; and if the Lanevage of th 
Atbeiſtieal ObjeRor in Scripture, (:2. Pet..2. 4.) is, Tha 
* eel Things contznue as they, mere: ſince the Regunning, of ty 

Creation, therefore go Sign, therefore no Truth in hy 
- eFromiſe of coming; it may pleaſe God (tho? he by 

„otherwiſe moſt pleatitully ; provided for their Eyidiny 

to order, over and above, ſome ert ar dinary Apa, 

ances in the Skies, which they ordinarily look up to 
wit haut Thought, of God, as it were on phrpoſe to th 
move that ſenſnal ſtupid. Objection, and induce them it 
reſume, the Conſideration of the Arguments for Big 
when their own Eyes can't deny that there is ſomeſſi 
ia it, and mult have ttanſmitted ſome of the  ſyrpriz 
ing Light to the Underſtanding. I. confeſs, thordigh 

olid Philoſophers (Whoſe Life and Manners make i 
| Andifferent whether there be a God or not, and ares 
= -polutcd with, thoſe Practical Ecrors and Irregularit 
_ _whichare known to hate the ruth, and to be will 
dwoonnit, when diſcern d) ated do other Conviftions 
His Exiſtence, than the admirable Conttivance and Hit 
mona of bis regular Works. As oft as we ſee Conti 

ariſe a. nem ona ſudden, and return unexpected t 

u after they have been a good while dead and depat 

ed, they, may, not unfirly ſerve to put. us in Mind of th 

Zertainty, of, the Reſurrection, yet ancertain!y of f 
„„ :-55- it AS a Ears Seen 

And it chere are other yer. leſs accountable Appen. 

_ ances, as I take this laſt Phenomenon of Light. to be, il 

may be reckon d an extraordinary Favour to awaken 4 

ſecure, heedleſs, lethargick Generation, into. thought 
= ful Meditations of the God, who ruleth on High, al 
d= not forgot the Time of his coming, te Jae 
f 1 ii. 
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V Comets are wt mention'd in Scripture; yet ſuppoſe" al 
Je couehed under other Expreſſions- -'Vide' Mede's Works, br} f n. 
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unt the other is eareleſs: and untoncernd abodt it; 
. We ought, indeed, to be vety Jealous for our particu- 
lar Tres, and no farther; for -our per ſona] Miſcar- 


d 1 


— , 


be riapes, and unprepared neſs to meet the Lord im the Hir; 
nnd Joſe no time to! ſet that Momentous Concern to 
ie, 2nd ſo enjoy" Tome Fruit of the Prater thatiis: 


piven us, and have ſome well grounded Security, aπůjũj 
m- upbraiding Tranquility in ſo ſupreme an 
wherein,” we can never make too much Haſte; nor 
unwiſe in improving all ſort of Warnings for the per- 
fecting of it more and more. If we but ſuſpect the 
leaf Smoke of God's Anger about to break out into 
Flame, (for the lightſom Fume was not unlike the Co- 
dour of burning Brimſtone 3) we can never do a wiſer 


7 


5 thing for ov ſelves, or for the Nation thang betake | 
„our Thoughts to that general Attoneing:/Repentance, 


which may aſſwage bim, whoſe true Threatnings and 
Tokens even of Deſtruction, are Conditional, viz 
If we don't Repent, we ſhall all ikewiſe Perifh. The Sonof 
Sywach has made this the Property and 'the'Praiſeroftia M 
Wiſe Man, The Wiſe Man, ſays he (Eccluſ. ng. 71) 7 

vil ſear in every thing, and in the Day af Sinning mi bs - 

ok of Offente; but AL Fe not obſervs Tine. And 8 
Chap. xxix, 31. ſpeaking of Fre, and other rerengimg 
laſtruments in the Hand of God, They ſhall rejoices 
Commandment, and they will be ready upon Earth mben mere 
u, and when their Time is come, will not tranſeriſa bi- 
Word. It would do no Body any harm to enterten 
this mighty Stranger, © ruſhing ſuddenly from Hear, 

s a kind Monitor of being ſaved in another World, 
ven the Scheme of this ſhall? be changed; and de no 
nore. I need not exhort any to remember it; thattis 4 
one good uſe of your Admiration, to have imprinteid it 
lo deeply upon the Memory as never to be furgot. 
Happy Sight for us! if it (produces an happy Effect 
upon us; whatever Proper or Metaphorical: Warning is 
able to win ov purſuit of Eter- 


tr heck fefioasto the ; 
nal Happineſs} that is a bleſſed Occurreuce to us, and a 
rare Bleſſing, Bleſſed” it that Man wham 'ahe Eordy when” 

be ena, all ind Warching; and prepared for him. 1 


amen 


theſe PrediQtions' relate alſo to the general. Tudermen of 


f 


. the Beautiful Varieties of Temporary Nan 
. | N A : | Fo oy n 


| geil s 0 of our Lord's Words, it muſt be acknogd 


tion; that great and terrible Day of the Lord, wha 
all Fleſh ſhall be ſommon'd to give an Account df thei 
Works; and that will as ſurely come to 198 to OVets 


Words after my Text, Then ſhall they ſee the Son of 
coming in a Cloud with Power and great Glory, however iu 


will unqueſtionably be made good, in a Signal Manner, 
at that univerſal dread Day; for ſo the two Angel: þ 
ſure the Men of Galilee, as 245 beheld our Lord's Aſcar 


lite manner as they Jaw him taken up (upon 4 viſable Cl 
would he come again at his ſecond, coming to Judge tht 
World. And the ſecond: Epiſtle to the Theſſalonia! 
partly writ with a Deſign of rectifying erroneous Co 
ſtructions about the Time of our Lord's coming, occaliag 
dl by the firſt Epiſtie, does acknowledge thoſe Circun 


out in Holy Scripture in the moſt moving and amazl 


we, before-hand, may be ſo wiſe to think with Rint ) 
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re the ſeveral Accounts whichithe 4 


ged (as it is by the belt Interpreters) that wan of 
the World, and will then have their ultimate Comple 


take a wicked regardleſs World, as ever the other ng 
accompliſh'd on the perveſe and incorrigible Jews, The 


part, and by way of Emblem, tulfilled upon the Jews 


fon into Heaven with great Amazement, that ſo in the 


ſtances of his bein g revealed from Heaven. with his A 
in flaming Fire, ch. 1. v. 7, 8, The preparatory. Wa 
- Nings are painted in the moſt lively Colours that e 
\ ftrike Terror into a Deſcription of that Time, and 


. Expreſſions that can affect our Apprehenſions of itzh 
the ſame Chapter from whence our Text is taken, wen 
it uſher'd in with all the Variety of Temporal Wo 
and Calamity, that can well afflict Humane Race, i 
give us a Taſte of the Miſeries that ſhall then Cal 
mence, and to awaken in us the Impreſſion wy 
dread of thoſe Eternal Ones that ſhall ſucceed; 


Fear and Trembliog on thoſe incomprehenſible Terry 
in order to eſcape them. To think what manner 
Day that will be, and what will become of us, Aba 


5, 


Ff 
Curioſity of Art, all the Produce of Sublunary Labour 
which Men are ſo intent upon, and ſo often to a Fault, 
8 ſhall vaniſh away; when all that they ſo ignorantly de- 
= ire, ſo fooliſhly Dote on, ſo unjuſtly prefer and adore _ 
s Great and Magnificent, ſhall be reduced fo low in 
aloe, as to be no more; when the Grandeur of Equi- 
page, of Furniture, of Building, of Planting, ſhall be 
lighted into nothing; and thoſe Honours, Eſtates, Au- 
thorities, Domintons, Territories, Empires, (Which 
we would wreſt from one another) ſhall ſo diſappear, 
4s the Place thereof ſhall know them no more; no Remains 
to be found, no Inſcription ſo much as to be read where 
once they ſtood : When all the Elements ſhall be in Con- 
vulfions, the Heavens ſhrivell'd up like a Scrole, ſhall paſs 
away with a great Noiſe, and be folded up like an Old Gar- 
nent, to give place to a new one out of the Eternal 
Wardrobe; Light forſaking the Sun, and with thar, 
the Moon and Stars, the Sea its Channel, and the whole 
Globe in Conflagration of flaming Fire: Burt of all 
Fears, of all ExpeQations, of all Sights, the Terror 
and Confuſion, and Anguiſn will be, that of the Ap- 
pearance of the Son of Man to take Vengeance on the 
dunner and the Ungodly, when the irreverſible Sentence 
#5 ice againſt them, ſhall come forth from Mercy 
It ſelt. . „ 
To what Purpoſe ſerve theſe Warnings and Deſcrip- 
tions preceding, but to prepare us for that Day and 
Hour ? Which will come on none of us unawares, if we 
don't caſt the Premonitions behind our Backs; but ſuffer 
the Holy Expectation, and the prudent Remembrance 
of it, to influence every Thing that we do, conſidering 
bow we ſhall be able to anſwer it, at that enſuing Day 
of final Scrutiny of all Things. Heaven and Earth are 
pot ſurer, than the Truth of that mighty Secret upon 
which all Things are ſuſpended, That of that Day and | 
our knoweth. no Man, no not the Angels of Heaven, © | 
Hat. 24. 36. a Secret, lock'd up, not only from Mor. | 
al Man, but from the Immortal and Compaſſionate An- 
5; and if they too are debarred all Means of know- 
WE it, hence may be inferr'd (by the way) the Impro- 
on ; E bability 
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bability of that Opinion, That the Creation of Mat- 
kind was deſign'd by God to ſupply the Place of the 
fallen Angels from Heaven, as when ſo many were Fla. 
ea, who behaved themſelves according to their Duty 
into the Room and Places of thoſe revolted Spirits, 
then ſhould be the End of all Things; for if it is not 
Incongruous to conceive of the good Angels, that they 
may know both the Number of the Fallen ones, and 
of thoſe Spirits of Men who Die in the Lord, upon that 
Suppoſition, they might be help'd to the Knowledge of 


the Day of Jadgment; but if the Scripture wholly 


excludes them from any acquaintance of that Time, then 
it follows, that that Opinion is not likely to be true, 
But nothing is more undutiful and preſuming upon our 
Saviour's Words, than the many vain and refuted Pre- 
tences of Men, for aſcertaining the Tear, when that 
ſhall happen; our Saviour himſelf diſown'd any Knoy- 
ledge of it, as Man, in his State of Humiliation, Au 
13. 32. The vaſt Variety of Human Conjectures and 
Opinions that have been about the Commencement of 
that grand Day and Year, ſufficiently declares the Vari- 
ty of ſuch Predictions. The judicious Mr. Mede has 
taught us a good and pious Inference from the Variety 
of Opinions about it, which I ſhall give you in bis om 
Words * : © But the Thing J aim at in reprefenting 
© theſe Differences, and would propound to the Conſ. 
© deration of the Pious, Sober, and Jadicious, and 
© with due Reverence to Divine Writ, is, Whether 
© there may not be ſome SecretDiſpoſition of Nivine ro- 
© yidence in this Variety of Computation, to prevent our 
© Curioſity. in counting the exa& Time of the Day of 
Judgment, and ſecond Appearance of Chriſt ; and 
that as the Ambitious Toer of Babel was hindred bj 
© Confuſion of Languages, fo our Curioſity in tius 
Particular, be not, by a like Providence, prevented 
© by ſuch a Diverſity of Computation. Tis much 
for the Profit of the World in general, to be kept i 
| | Ignuorance 
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[enorance of the preciſe time of Judgment; what 
therefors-God would nat have us know for the ſake of 
bettering our Lives, and keeping them conſtantly in a 

xe Preparation, that he may do us good at our latter end, 
let us not be willingly Ignorant ff this one Thing, that 
tho the exact Day is not determinable by Human Pe- 
netration, yet that a future judgment is molt abſolute- 
iy certain; and that this Circumſtance of its being 
very ſuddain and unexpected, is moſt clearly and abun- 
dantly legible in the Book, of Salvation; and as that 

is intelligible to all, ſo is it the moſt Important one of 
all for us to Mind. Th 

We ſhall therefore meditate very wiſely and become 
ing this Occaſion, if we indulge our Fears fo far, as 
not to be ſecure, but that Day may overtake us on a2 
ſudden. There are Moral Signs forerunning the fearful 
Day of Judgment, which indeed have but an ill boding 
aſpect at preſent, viz. a Spirit of forgetfulneſs, ſecu- 
rity, unpreparedneſs, ſenſuality, and worldly minded. _ 
neſs (to ſuch an inconſiſtent degree as ſhou'd, in effect, 
baniſh the Faith of Chriſt out of Chriſtian Societies) 

if that was to be found governing the Children of 
Men, is there not too much of it to be met with now? 
As in the Days of Noah, (Luke xvil. 26.) /o ſhall it be 
alſo in the Days of the Son of Man; they eat, drank,” mar- 
ried Wives, and were given in Marriage, until the Day that 
Noah enter d into the Ark, andthe Flood came and deſtroy d 
them all; fo likewiſe, i. e. iu that unexpected Mauger, 
hall alſo the coming of the Son of Man be, to take Vengeance 

on thoſe who obey not the Goſpel. For which Reaſon, are 
we charged and exhorted iu 5t. Ma ł to match, leaſt he 
ſurpriſe us in our ſecurity and unfitneſs for his tremens 
dous Appearance ; at which Time, the Heavens will be 
folded up like a Skreen, that is at preſent ſet between | 
the vi/ible and inviſible World; the glorious Lamp 
thereof will be put out, (ia another manner than ye 
law it Eclips'd in laſt April) and the Faces of moſt 
Chriſtian People will be Palz ia dreadful Expectations of 
the enſuing State. Be ye therefore ready; for the Son of 
Man cometh at an Hour when ye think not, is the impor- 
E 2 cant 
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kant advice of our Judge, Luke xii. 40. and xxi. 34, 25, 
tale heed to yourſelves, leaſt at any time your Hearts be 
dere barg d with ſurſeiting and drunkenneſs,- and the Car 
Lie, and ſo that Day come upon you unawares, for 
1 eee ſhall it come on all them that dwell on the Earth, 
Very great then ſhould be our Care and Watchfolneſs, 
tb be fo always upon the Guard and ſuſpicion of Sur. 
Priſe, as to leave no Sin unrepented of, but to live in 
that Holy Heavenly Converſation, which we ſhall not 
be atcaid to die in, nor after that of the Judgment; 

' and ſo much the more, as the Day approacheth; | 
mean, as every Day we live brings us nearer and near. 
er to it, leaſt Death and Judgment overtake us in our 
vareadineſs, and tear from vs all thoſe longed for op- 
portunities of providing for an happy Futurity, which 
are now in our Hands, without value, or uſe. For 

ought we know to the contrary, we, who are this Day 

alive, may never. undergo Funeral ſolemnities, or a 

Reſurrection; but the ſound of the Laſt Trump may break 

forth, and ſalute our Ears unawares, and change us in 

an inſtant, to what we ſhall be for ever. 

= However this we know aſſuredly, that as that final 

Day is in God's Knowledge, ſo our particular time (upon 

= which our Thoughts, Care, Hope, our all depends) 

is in his Deciſion and Limitation; and we that are ne- 
s egleQorsvf the preſent Day and Opportunity, are vn- 

certain of its being prolong'd till ro Morrow; thats 
the weigbty Thought, that ſhould fink into our Hearts, 
and there abide, and there be welcome to Counſel it, 

W to adjurec it by all its Happineſs, to awaken out of Folly 

i into Reaſon; out of Deluſion and Security, into Holy 

Perception and Conſideration, and into a fteeled Reſolu- 

tion wound up to ſo ſtrong a Spring, as ſhall inſtant- 

I/ ſet all Things in Motion to their proper End, and in 

their due time, and keep all the Wheels of Aion in 

their regular Movement and Conduct; or, to take ex. 
ample from the Spring- ſeaſon, into ſuch a renovating 

Pur poſe, as to make the Warmth and Change, aſcend 

up from the Root into all the Branches of Behaviour, 

till they bring forth their Fruit in Righteouſneſs, unto 


f 


Holinels; 


Ly fl 


1 5 bad 4 
lin the Peace of God, when we lie down to take our reſt, 
reward us hereafter with everlaſting Bleſſedneſs: 
ns beginning to Day, and perſevering in ſteadineſs, 
| repairing Slips, in the ſtrength of God, and in 
irmneſs of the ſame Mind, we ſhall not be want-' 
in the Duties of every Day, which it may pleaſe 


Mind like Men, and Believers in another World, 

t upon the uncertain Day of this Life, depends our 
iy, in Joy or Anguiſh, 1 
ho therefore will defer Working to Day while it 
ald to Day, leaſt the Night cometh when no Man 
Work ? Did the careleſs Sinner certainly know, 
ta few Days hence would ſorely call him to Judg= 
it, and conſign him over to everlaſting Condemna- 
„ how would he ſnatch the preſent Opportunity in 
! Bow ſolicitouſly and inceſſantly would he Pray, 
Repent, and betake himſelf to all thoſe Duties, 
ch he well enough knows muſt be ſometime per- 
nd for the Salvation of his Soul? And why, in the 
e of that dear Soul, does he flacken his endeavours, 
o about to ſuſpend the important Care? For is he 
d of one Day more? or-which way can he ever 
"t of Doubt? or, indeed great Fears, conſidering, 
Guilt, but that ſome unexpected Call may ſeize 
's -Wvkich daily ſeizes others in like Circumſtances ot 
„ Ih with himſelf? Has any Body in Heaven or 
, , told him the certainty of the contrary. ? Who 
ly Wirth can give him ſuch Aſſurance ? — There is 
in Heaven will. T he ſolemn ſtanding Cau- 
from thence, is, to be always ready. Had he ask d 
Clouds about it, when in combuſtion the other 
Ss lookt not with any ſuch Aſpect, as to re- 
his Fears ; | : 


r. there then any Foreſight ? ls there any Prudence? 
ng latter of ſuch Conſequence, upon an Appearance 
nd uſual, to deter that Buſineſs; which he reſolves 
or, n general, but reſolves like a Man whoſe end is 
= likely to conclude in Miſery, to do ſome time 
18 | 
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bes; the Comfort whereof will keep us in Safety, N 


4, hereafter, to add to our Lives. This is to bear 


ps  _ (36. 3 Im 
. — ; hereafter ; for there is not one now in the Eternal 
- of it, who had not that godly Purpoſe, and prady 

| the ſame Folly. If you would then give any 85 
your Wiſdom, or of your Faith and Averſion to th 
Doom, you muſt ſet about the Affair out of Hand, 
ſecure all Chances. Elſe, it will, in good earneſt, 
come the greateſt Hazard, what we propoſe noth 
leſs than to be ſecure of — vou know, Sing 
lat 1 mean, eternal Happineſs in the next Wo 
What through the uncertainty of Life, the deceit 
neſs of Sin, the growing hardneſs of Heart, and | 
Wiles. of Satan, tis great odds agaiaſt him, who! 
glects the preſent Day and Call of God to better lui 
(after. Perſwaſion has inclin'd him to it) but that 
may never be inclin'd to liſten to another Invitati 
tho“ he hears it; but go on cheating his Conſcie 
with effeckleſs Reſolves of entring upon the Dity 
Was born not to Neglect, tho" every Days Nep 
threatens. him with Ruin, and he ſees the Shadon 
it_coming over him, and ready to overwhelm h 
wearing out his Time, and God's Patience, til 
Doom of Perdition, which receives the ungodly; 
 aipeniteat, receive him alſo. Still to perſiſt in tir 
gut the Almightys Mercy, muſt infallibly exaſpet 
that Wrath which already abides on him, and infl 
that. Juſtice more and more, which is a conſuming 
to the vile and malicious Abuſers of his reclain 
Patience. 5 . | „ 
We ought therefore, every one of us, in this 
Day, to look upon a Thing that is /o certain to cot 
as if it was preſent; the uncertainty of the Tim 
our certain Rule to be always ready. Such Conte 
tions if ſeriouſly dwelt on, would mightily conduct 
regulate our Conduct in the Fear of God, and i 
Care of keeping his Commandments. No Thony 
would be of ſtronger Influence and Excitement to 
us all what we ſhould be, in our Lives and Converlatl 
For this ſaving Purpoſe, let us place all the Proceed 
of the Day of Judgment in the review of our Thoug! 
and transfer, as in 4 Figure, beforehand, What 
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| one Day be deeply concern 'd in; all the Solemni- 
and Proceedings of that dreadful Tranſaction. Ima- 
de to our ſelves that we ſee the Symtoms beginning, ' 
E Heavens paſſing away in a Flame with a mighty 
loſe, the Trump ſounding its all piercing Note, ſum- 
ming both the Dead out of their Graves, and all 
ut are alive to meet the Lord, and receive their final 
om for all that they have done in the Body, Good 
Bed. Imagine that you ſee him coming in the Clouds 
Heaven, with Power and great Glory, with the 
ndard of the Croſs; and the Laws of his Kingdom, 
e Holy Bible (now in our Hands) carried before him, 
ith innumerable Angels attending; that the Judg- 
nt Seat is erecting, the recording Books opening, and 
the trembling Nations of the Earth gathered toge- 
to this Bar of Everlaſting Juſtice aud Diſcrimi- 
tion; ſee them all parted to the Right Hand, and to 
Left! Doeſt thou not Tremble ! O wicked Man! 
eſt thou not Tremble ? leaſt thy lmpenitence divide 
to the Left Hand, and there thou hear the irre- 
lable Sentence, Depart from me ye curſed, &c. Think 
your part how you ſhall be able to bear that De- 
e of unſpeakable Torment, Deſpair, and Conſter- 
on, which will then overflow the Sinner and the 
rodly ; and let that Thought be inſiſted on, till it 
ge you from that Courſe of Life, which will other- 
e bring you into the ſame place of Torment. 
od grant this good Effect from what we have ſeen 
| beard, that we may learn more diligence in re- 
ming our remaining Time, becauſe our Days paſt 
ebeen Evil; and that we may all be ſo reſolv'd to 


ber our Days, as to apply our Hearts, to Holy and Hea- 
Wiſdom. | 


Io God the Auer, and Giver of the firſt good Gift of 
it, and fearful in Praiſes and in working of Wonders, 
i Glory, and Praiſe, and Adoration for ever. 
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